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IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

 
 

Since hostilities began in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) more than a decade ago, regional and 
local proxy wars and conflicts over mineral resources have generated one of the world’s deadliest crises. 
The eastern part of the DRC has been particularly affected by war and has been labeled the “rape capital of 
the world”, with more than 250,000 cases of reported rapes, nearly one million estimated unreported cases 
and 93% women reported to be living with domestic violence. 
 
At the heart of the conflict is control of the DRC's 
natural resources, which include gold, diamonds, 
copper, cobalt, and 80% of the world’s coltan ore, a 
necessary mineral used in making computers and 
cell phones. As your cell phone rings and you put it 
to your ear, a tiny mineral from DRC is making this 
call possible: coltan.  
 
What is coltan? 
Coltan, short for columbite tantalite, is the principal 
source of tantalum, a rare and valuable metal in 
huge demand in today's high technology industries. 
Tantalum has a very high melting point and is a 
good conductor of heat and electricity. This 
microchip component is sifted from mud. The costs 
and technology involved in sourcing coltan are low – 
it is found by digging in the soil and it is easily sold. 
 
Who uses Coltan? 
The electronics industry is by far the biggest 
consumer of tantalum. Demand has been growing 
since 1992, mainly because of its use in personal 
computers, mobile phones, and MP3s. Coltan is the 
only thing capable of making tiny electronic gadgets 
device. 

Where’s the problem? 
The problem is our ever-increasing demand for the 
resources, in particular coltan. Mining activities are 
carried out by poor workers, many of whom were 
once farmers. The forest and its wildlife are 
threatened by mining camps and the construction of 
routes for coltan extraction. As the pristine forest is 
denuded for mining, gorillas are being killed for 
bush meat sold to miners and rebel armies. 
 
Most Congolese people have very little to show for 
living in this resource-rich land. Of the DRC’s sixty 
million people, 75% live on an average of one dollar 
a day. Ten million have no access to drinking water 
or electricity. The DRC government is not in control 
of the eastern part of the country where coltan is 
mined, the land is controlled by foreign-backed, 
armed groups. Local people are enslaved, raped, 
tortured and dispossessed, because of the greed 
and irresponsibility of international agencies and the 
multinational corporations known to be involved. 
 
Congolese women are asking for peace, an 
end to war and the right to live and raise 
their children in dignity in their country.  
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Million Women Rise met with women in the DRC in 
2010, after which we invited the government of the 
United Kingdom to demonstrate a political will to 
end the conflict in the Great Lakes region of Africa. 
Our report included five key recommendations: 
 
1. The UK should end support for 
repressive regimes in the Great Lakes 
region of Africa: Congolese women spoke about 
the violence they endure as being the result of wider 
political conflicts in the Great Lakes region. Support 
for the Governments of Museveni in Uganda and 
Kagame in Rwanda, as they are currently operating, 
contributes to the violence and instability in the 
DRC, effectively legitimises armed violence and 
supports militarisation in the region. 
 
2. The UK should support the call for 
effective inter-Rwandan and inter-Ugandan 
dialogues: Congolese women from many different 
political and civil society organisations identified 
talks between Rwandan and Ugandan armed and 
political groups as necessary for peace, security, 
good governance, economic development and 
stability in eastern DRC and the Great Lakes 
region. 
 
3. The UK should put forward to the UN 
Sanctions Committee UK-based 
multinational companies that have broken 
OECD guidelines: Congolese women identified 
the root cause of the wars and extreme violence in 
DRC as being the control of its rich mineral 
resources. Trade and commercial regulations need 
to be enforced to stop exploitation, illegal 
profiteering and the use of violence. Multinational 
companies based in the UK and listed on the 

London Stock Exchange were named in the 2008 
UN Experts’ Report on the exploitation of 
Congolese natural resources as being in breach of 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) guidelines. 
 
4. The UK should effectively monitor and 
evaluate the impact of UK tax payers’ 
contributions of $1 million a day spent in 
the DRC: Time and time again, the MWR 
delegation heard from Congolese women that 
money from the international community, including 
DFID, does not   often reach women who have 
been raped or address the poverty millions are 
living in, or improve prospects for the future. Money 
for responses to sexual violence is misused and 
corruption is widespread, leading to the few gaining 
riches while nothing changes for the many. 
 
5. The UK should increase its efforts to 
support institution building that ends 
impunity for perpetrators of violence 
against civilians including rape of women:  
Women in the DRC spoke repeatedly about the 
impunity enjoyed by perpetrators of violence against 
women including known war criminals being given 
commands in the Congolese army. Women spoke 
about how this impunity legitimises violence as the 
only way to access power and perpetuates the 
violence against women. At the Ministry of Justice 
we heard about what is needed to ensure an 
effective just system across all of the DRC. 
 
It is only by ending this war that violence 
against women and girls will be effectively 
addressed in the DRC. 
 

For a full copy of this report visit 
www.millionwomenrise.com 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
• Write to your MP and to Ministers with this 

information. Ask how the UK Government is 
able to help women in the DRC. 

• Text your mobile phone provider to ask 
where their coltan comes from, and how it is 
extracted. 

• Boycott multinational companies and hold 
them to account for the destruction caused by 
mining. 

• Read more, learn more, and raise awareness 
about the situation in the DRC. 

• Make links with, support, and/or make a 
financial donation to Common Cause UK. 
 

 
 

COMMON CAUSE UK is a platform for 
Congolese women who are living in the UK t o 
speak out and take action. Million Women Rise 
is proud to work alongside Common Cause UK 
in campaigning to end sexual violence and 
exploitation of women and girls in the DRC. 
 
Contact Common Cause UK: 
Address: The Froud Centre, 1 Toronto Road, 
Manor Park, E12 5JF.  
Telephone: 0790 487 5970 (French)  
079 3982 2625 (English) 
Email: commoncauseuk@hotmail.co.uk 


